
•Paleolithic  period  (stone  tools)

•Neolithic  (polished  stone  tools)

•  Bronze  Age,  Iron  Age  Metals  

were  first  used  about  6,000  years  ago.  First,  the  era  of  copper,  then  the  Bronze  Age,  which  is  an  alloy  of  copper  and  

tin,  continued  for  thousands  of  years,  and  eventually  the  Iron  Age,  which  uses  iron  harder  than  copper.  It  can  be  said  

that  it  is  still  in  the  Iron  Age.

History  of  blades

Birth  of  a  blade

When  we  think  of  blades,  we  think  of  metal,  which  is  also  made  of  iron,  and  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  years,  blades  have  been  

made  of  stone.

The  ancients  fought  the  animals  by  making  weapons  with  sharp  stone  blocks  tied  to  the  tips  of  wooden  sticks.  and,

We  live  with  various  tools.  Among  them,  the  blade  is  the  oldest  and  most  familiar  tool.  The  ancients  used  stone  blades  to  cut  meat,  

cut  wood,  and  make  tools  other  than  blades.  Blades  such  as  knives  and  scissors  are  indispensable  in  our  daily  lives  today.  What  kind  

of  history  did  the  blade,  which  is  an  important  tool  for  us,  come  to  be  made?

Barre  kama  was  used.

Eventually,  the  ancients  found  that  a  sharp,  pointed  stone  was  more  convenient  for  defeating  an  opponent  than  a  round  one,  and  

when  they  hit  it  with  another  stone,  it  cracked  like  a  sharp  blade.  I  chose  a  hard  stone,  flint  (flint),  and  started  to  make  tools  (stone  

tools)  with  blades.  This  is  the  birth  of  "blades".  A  knife  is  probably  the  oldest  tool  that  humans  have  come  up  with.

About  25,000  years  ago,  the  stone  used  as  the  material  for  blades  was  not  only  broken,  but  also  rubbed  or  polished  with  another  

stone  to  give  it  a  sharp  blade.  This  is  the  beginning  of  the  Neolithic  era.  By  the  end  of  the  Neolithic  era,  agriculture  will  begin  in  addition  

to  the  traditional  hunting  and  nut  collection.  It's  called  "stone  knives"  for  taking  in  grains.

Bronze  was  only  used  to  make  treasures  and  ornaments  such  as  dotaku  and  bronze  mirrors,  and  bronze  spears  for  ceremonies,  and  it  

seems  that  sharp  bronze  swords  were  rarely  made  like  in  China.  Even  if  you  look  at  the  metal  products  excavated  from  ancient  burial  mounds,  

the  only  practical  ones  are  those  made  of  iron  such  as  iron  swords,  iron  spears,  and  iron  armor  helmets.  Kofun  period  (4th-6th  centuries)  in  Japan

500,000  years  ago,  human  ancestors  lived  by  hunting  and  collecting  nuts  and  grassroots.  The  ancients  knew  that  they  would  use  

fire,  but  they  did  not  have  the  sharp  claws,  teeth,  fangs,  and  horns  of  a  beast,  so  they  supplemented  it  with  "tools."  Unlike  other  

animals,  humans  could  stand  and  walk  on  two  legs  and  use  their  hands  freely,  so  they  could  use  tools.  At  first,  it  seems  that  they  

fought  against  the  animals  by  swinging  thick  tree  branches  and  hitting  stone  blocks.

However,  in  Japan,  iron  and  bronze  were  introduced  from  Korea  almost  at  the  same  time  around  the  2nd  and  3rd  centuries  BC.  for  that  reason,

The  animals  that  were  caught  would  have  been  peeled  with  a  stone  blade  and  cut  into  small  pieces  of  meat.  Also,  bows  and  arrows  

with  stone  arrowheads,  stone  swords,  and  stone  spears  have  come  to  be  used.  Using  these  blades,  they  protected  themselves  from  

the  beasts  and  caught  fish  and  birds  for  food.
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"The  garden's  Betto  entrance  is  a  master  when  it  comes  to  using  knives.  It  was  when  a  wonderful  carp  came  out  at  a  certain  

person.  People  who  gathered  wanted  to  see  Betto  entrance  using  knives.  However,  he  was  reluctant  to  say  anything  to  the  higher-

ranked  people.  I  can't  take  a  day  off  today,  so  please  let  me  do  it.  "  Is  Mr.  Motoi  Fujiwara,  who  was  a  high-ranking  aristocrat  at  that  

time.  From  this,  it  can  be  seen  that  it  was  one  of  the  aristocratic  graces  to  cut  the  carp  and  show  it  at  the  seat  where  everyone  

gathered,  as  in  the  case  of  waka  poems,  music,  and  books.

With  the  use  of  metal,  blades  have  changed  dramatically.  First  of  all,  it  has  become  possible  to  make  sharper  blades  than  stone  

tools.  In  addition,  since  metal  can  be  tapped  and  stretched  thinly,  various  shapes  of  blades  such  as  scissors  have  come  to  be  

made.  You  can  also  make  large  elongated  blades  that  could  not  be  made  with  stone  tools,  such  as  swords  and  swords.

Yoshida  Kenko's  "Tsurezuregusa"  written  in  the  14th  century  has  the  following  description.

It  seems  that  stone  tools  and  iron  tools  were  used  in  parallel.

It's  very  similar.  Shosoin  was  established  in  756,  so  it  was  about  1200  years  ago.  This  knife  was  probably  used  for  ceremonial  

cooking  in  the  palace  and  high-ranking  aristocratic  houses.

<Bronze  and  ironware  from  the  Kofun  period>

In  this  way,  the  ritual  of  cutting  and  showing  happy  fish  and  birds  such  as  carp  and  cranes  in  front  of  noble  people  such  as  the  palace  and  the  mansion  

of  a  public  house  is  called  "kitchen  knife  type",  and  only  the  form  has  been  handed  down  to  the  present.  increase.  The  kitchen  knife  ceremony  seems  to  

have  started  in  the  Nara  period,  and  it  seems  that  the  kitchen  knife  of  Shosoin  was  also  for  the  ritual  of  Miyanaka  who  cuts  carp  and  cranes.

The  oldest  remaining  iron  knives  in  Japan  are  located  at  Shosoin  in  Nara.  The  total  length  is  about  40  cm,  the  width  of  the  

blade  is  2  cm  or  less,  it  is  considerably  narrower  than  the  current  kitchen  knife,  and  it  is  thinner  than  the  handle.

Iron  was  first  used  in  weapons  such  as  swords  and  armor.  Next,  plows  and  hoe  for  making  large  burial  mounds,  chisels  and  

mallets  for  making  stone  chambers  and  sarcophagus  were  made,  and  iron  was  not  easily  used  for  farming  tools  and  cooking  tools  

used  in  daily  life.  Therefore,  it  seems  that  the  farmers  still  used  stone  sickles  and  wooden  hoe.

<Various  stone  tools>

It  came  to  be.

History  of  kitchen  knives

•  Ritual  kitchen  knife
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Is  made  of  iron  called  "mana  chopsticks"

There  are  no  left.  However,  clues  to  know  the  state  of  old  kitchen  knives  are  left  in  picture  scrolls.

Left  hand  to  avoid  touching  the  fish

Kitchen  knives  are  practically  used  blades,  so  the  better  they  are,  the  harder  they  are  used  and  the  less  sharpened  they  are.  Therefore,  most  

of  the  relics  of  kitchen  knives  are  different  from  swords  that  are  carefully  preserved  as  heirloom  and  sacred  treasures.

ÿPackage  style  (four  streams)ÿ

The  table  below  summarizes  when  it  was  used.

I  have  chopsticks.

Mr.  Toshio  Kato,  the  author  of  "The  Story  of  Cutlery",  searched  from  picture  scrolls,  ukiyo-e  prints,  ancient  documents,  etc.

•  Cooking  knife
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•  Japanese  knives  and  Western  knives

•  Birth  of  stainless  steel

There  is.  However,  stainless  steel  is  often  used  not  only  for  Western  knives  but  also  for  Japanese  knives  because  it  is  incomparably  

less  likely  to  rust  than  ordinary  knives  and  iron.

Blades  are  attached  at  the  same  angle  from  both  sides

<Cross  section  of  kitchen  knife>

Therefore,  in  1913,  the  British  scientist  H.  H.  Made  by  Brery.  If  you  increase  the  amount  of  carbon,  it  will  rust  more  easily,  so  even  

if  you  say  stainless  steel,  it  will  rust  when  it  is  used  for  blades  such  as  kitchen  knives.

It  doesn't  stick  to  magnets  and  is  much  less  likely  to  rust  than  stainless  steel  for  blades,  but  it  can't  be  hardened,  so  it  can't  be  used  

for  blades  as  it  is.

Kitchen  knives  come  in  a  variety  of  sizes  and  shapes.  There  are  so  many  types  of  eyes  to  use

say.

Double-edged  things,  single-edged  things  that  are  not

The  18-8  stainless  steel  used  for  kitchen  sinks  and  tableware  such  as  spoons  is  nickel  as  well  as  chrome.

This  is  the  structure  of  Japanese  swords  and  other  blades  that  have  been  made  in  Japan  for  a  long  time.  By  doing  this,  you  can  

create  a  blade  that  combines  the  tenacity  of  soft  iron  with  the  hardness  of  steel.  The  advantage  of  Japanese  knives  is  that  when  they  

hit  the  grindstone,  the  soft  iron  is  reduced  first  and  the  steel  has  a  sharp  blade  naturally.  Also,  since  one  of  the  blades  is  elongated  

and  driven  into  the  handle,  it  is  also  a  good  point  that  it  can  be  easily  replaced  when  the  handle  is  rotten.  Nakiri  knives,  thin  blade  

knives,  deba  knives,  etc.  are  classified  as  Japanese  knives.

The  idea  that  alloying  iron  with  some  other  metal  would  prevent  it  from  rusting  has  been  around  for  decades,  and  in  1904,  French  

scientist  L.  Depending  on  the  gilet,  adding  about  13%  of  chromium  to  iron  can  dramatically  reduce  rust.

Considering  the  material,  kitchen  knives  can  be  divided  into  Japanese  knives  and  Western  knives.  Japanese  knives  are  made  by  joining  carbon  steel  and  soft  iron.

This  is  because  kitchen  knives  are  made  to  suit  the  target  and  the  power  of  the  user.

Japanese  swords  have  a  completely  different  structure  from  

kitchen  knives.

Etc.  are  classified  as  Western  knives.

However,  iron  and  chrome  alone  are  not  enough  to  make  a  blade.  This  is  because  carbon  is  required  for  quenching.

It  was  discovered.  This  is  13  chrome  steel  and  is  now  called  13  chrome  stainless  steel.  Stainless  means  "does  not  rust".

Western  knives  are  knives  made  in  Europe  and  the  United  States,  and  all  are  made  only  with  steel.  Since  the  Meiji  era  in  Japan,  

when  we  started  to  make  the  same  blades  that  came  from  Europe  and  the  United  States,  Western  knives  have  become  popular.  

Western  knives  are  mainly  made  by  punching  a  steel  plate  into  the  shape  of  a  kitchen  knife  with  a  press,  quenching,  and  then  cutting  

the  cross  section  into  a  wedge  shape  with  an  automatic  grinder.  The  handle  is  made  of  hardwood  or  reinforced  wood  that  is  durable  

and  does  not  rot,  and  is  fastened  with  studs,  so  the  handle  must  be  replaced  only  at  the  factory.  Santoku  knives,  chef's  knives,  petty  knives

Machine Translated by Google



History  of  scissors

<European  wool  cutting  in  the  3rd  century  BC>

There  are  also  Greek  scissors  relics  made  around  the  6th  century  in  China.  Since  it  is  made  of  silver  or  copper  and  the  spring  

function  is  weak,  the  central  part  is  not  a  U-shape  but  a  figure-eight  number.  Made  of  similar  materials

The  history  of  scissors  is  much  newer  than  kitchen  knives,  and  they  have  been  made  since  bronze  ware.  There  are  two  main  

types  of  scissors.  "Greek  scissors"  that  bends  the  center  into  a  U  shape  and  puts  the  blades  together,  then  puts  two  metal  blades  

together,  finishes  both  ends  of  one  metal  rod  in  the  shape  of  a  blade,  and  then  puts  them  together  with  a  stud.  It  is  the  "Roman  

scissors"  that  I  put  on.  "Roman  scissors"  are  usually  called  Western  scissors.

In  addition  to  the  relics  of  Greek-type  scissors  in  Japan,  the  scissors  used  by  Masako  Hojo  are  left  at  Tsurugaoka  Hachimangu  

in  Kamakura.  It  was  created  by  his  husband,  Minamoto  no  Yoritomo,  from  Emperor  Go-Shirakawa,  and  is  a  magnificent  one  with  

a  chrysanthemum  crest.  If  it  was  made  in  this  era,  it  is  about  800  years  old,  but  its  shape  is  the  same  as  the  current  grip  scissors.

Since  it  was  excavated  together  with  the  sushi,  it  is  considered  to  be  a  pair  of  scissors  for  sewing.  Separately,  there  are  also  scissors  that  

are  connected  by  tweezers  and  a  pair  of  scissors,  which  are  like  cutting  hair.  This  scissors  evolved  into  a  U-shaped  spring  and  went  to  Japan

It's  just  right.  Perhaps  this  scissors  was  used  to  cut  hair.

The  first  use  of  scissors  was  to  cut  sheep's  hair.  Human  hair  can  be  shaved  with  a  razor,  but  sheep  can't  do  that,  and  it  seems  

that  scissors  have  been  devised  to  shave  the  hair.  The  "Greek  scissors"  that  can  be  seen  in  museums  in  Germany  today  are  very  

large,  with  a  total  length  of  nearly  1  meter,  and  the  tip  is  not  sharp.  It  is  believed  that  this  was  used  to  cut  off  the  fluff  of  woolen  

fabrics  such  as  Rasha.

<(Left)  Scissors  excavated  from  the  ruins  of  Pompeii>  

<(Right)  Scissors  made  in  China  (around  the  6th  century)>

It  seems  that  it  was  transmitted.

Scissors  with  such  springs  were  no  longer  made  in  China  after  the  13th  century  and  in  Europe  until  the  17th  century.

"Greek  scissors"  are  said  to  have  begun  to  be  used  in  the  Greek  era  around  the  10th  century  BC.  A  fine  iron  grip  scissors  

have  also  been  excavated  from  the  ancient  Italian  city  of  Pompeii,  which  was  buried  in  the  eruption  of  Vesuvius  in  1969.  This  

seems  to  be  used  to  cut  the  thread  and  is  very  similar  to  Japanese  grip  scissors.

•  Greek  scissors
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On  the  other  hand,  the  oldest  remaining  "Roman  scissors"  are  from  the  Roman  Empire  (27  years  before  origin).

The  national  treasure,  Hedgerow  Chrysanthemum  

Maki-e  Box,  contains  stationery  and  Hojo  Masako's  

makeup,  but  the  scissors  in  it  are  chrysanthemum  flowers.

After  the  15th  century,  Europeans  came  to  Japan  and  introduced  the  same  type  of  Western  scissors  as  they  are  today.  However,  Shizuoka

Ieyasu's  Western  scissors  (a  gift  from  the  Portuguese)  in  Toshogu,  Kunozan,  and  surgical  scissors  necessary  for  Western  medicine  surgery  

are  special  items  from  the  Edo  period,  such  as  cutting  hair.  It  seems  that  he  used  grip  scissors  for  daily  life  such  as  cutting  small  cloths  and  

threads.  Nail  clippers  from  the  Edo  period  also  have  a  shape  similar  to  a  grip  scissors.

It  seems  to  be.  It  seems  that  this  scissors  was  used  to  cut  the  flowers  to  decorate  the  Buddha.  Cutting  flowers  began  with  Buddhist  affairs,  

but  eventually  it  became  a  decoration  for  the  rooms  of  aristocrats  and  samurai.  The  school  of  flowers  was  born,  and  the  strong  and  easy-to-

use  scissors  unique  to  Japan  that  are  suitable  for  live  flowers  and  plants  were  born.

Many  of  the  relics  left  in  the  area  were  not  made  at  the  end  of  the  18th  century,  except  for  the  ones  used  to  cut  wool.  It  is  also  called  "Japanese  

scissors"  because  it  is  still  made  and  used  extensively  in  Japan  today,  but  it  originally  originated  from  Greek  scissors.

It  is  said  that  it  was  obtained.  (Tsuruoka  

Hachimanguzo)

It  is  a  pair  of  iron  scissors.  The  blade  was  made  short  and  durable  and  was  probably  used  to  cut  lead  and  wire.  "Roman  scissors"  also  came  

to  Japan  through  China  and  Korea.  At  Shosoin  in  Nara,  there  is  "Roman  scissors"  made  by  plating  copper,  and  it  is  either  imported  from  

China  or  made  by  a  naturalized  person  from  China  from  the  appearance  of  the  decoration.

It  was  not  until  the  Meiji  era  that  "Roman  scissors"  were  imported  in  large  quantities  and  became  popular  in  Japan,  and  many  Western  

scissors  are  used  today.

This  suzuri-bako  was  given  to  Minamoto  no  Yoritomo  by  Emperor  Go-Shirakawa.

<Scissors  of  Masako  Hojo>

It  is  a  fine  carved  one.  note  that,

•  Roman  scissors
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<Scissors  appearing  in  Ukiyo-e  in  the  Edo  period>  (Left)  Toyokuni  Utagawa  (Right)  Kiyohiro  Torii

Large  scissors  with  a  total  length  of  about  24  cm,  one  of  the  handles  is  a  small  ring  for  the  thumb,  and  the  other  is  a  thin  pair  for  the  four  fingers.

[Grip  scissors]

Written  by  Masayuki  Okamoto

[Cut  scissors]

This  is  time-consuming,  so  except  for  special  cases,  it  is  currently  made  by  a  different  manufacturing  method,  but  since  it  has  been  made  in  Japan  

for  over  100  years,  the  shape  of  the  blade  and  handle  is  compared  to  modern  European  products.  From  the  position  of  the  screw  to  the  tone  and  

sharpness,  everything  has  been  improved  to  Japanese  taste.

Written  by  Makoto  Okamoto

Roman  scissors  are  two  blades  fastened  with  studs.  However,  the  combination  of  two  plates  with  blades  will  give  the  shape  of  scissors,  but  the  

cloth  and  hair  will  not  be  cut  at  all,  apart  from  the  paper.  The  two  blades  must  fit  perfectly  and  smoothly  from  the  beginning  to  the  tip.  And  for  that,  

we  need  three  elements:  back  skiing,  sledging,  and  twisting.  However,  if  the  sled  or  twist  is  too  strong,  it  will  feel  sick  even  if  it  runs  out.  Also,  since  

the  two  blades  are  in  contact  with  each  other,  if  the  hardness  of  both  blades  is  not  the  same,  one  of  the  blades  will  bite  into  it,  and  if  that  happens,  it  

will  not  be  possible  to  cut  or  even  close  the  scissors.  Even  if  the  hardness  is  the  same,  the  same  thing  will  happen  if  you  try  to  cut  something  that  is  

too  hard  or  thick.  Scissors  are  so  elaborate  and  require  a  high  degree  of  skill  to  make  good  scissors.  In  addition,  scissors  are  made  in  various  

shapes  depending  on  the  application,  and  there  are  more  than  100  types.

References  and  photographs  provided  "The  Story  of  Cutlery"  by  Toshio  Kato  

"Scissors"

However,  in  Japan  at  the  beginning  of  the  Meiji  era,  the  swordsmith  who  was  free  due  to  the  abolition  of  swords  made  it  by  imitating  foreign  

products,  so  after  attaching  a  steel  to  the  soft  iron  like  a  single-edged  Japanese  knife,  hit  the  whole  shape  with  a  hammer.  I  made  it.

Yes.

It  has  a  long  ring.  Originally  from  Europe,  the  blade  and  handle  were  made  of  one  piece  of  steel.

Crush  both  ends  of  the  soft  iron  round  bar,  attach  a  small  steel  plate  to  form  a  blade,  and  crush  the  center  of  the  round  bar  as  it  is.  Next,  quench  

only  the  blade  part,  polish  the  whole  and  finish  it  with  the  final  blade,  and  finally  bend  the  crushed  part  that  becomes  the  central  spring  sharply  to  

make  U-shaped  scissors.  It  is  also  said  that  the  grip  scissors  are  the  highlight  of  Japanese  craftsmanship  because  it  is  not  known  whether  they  will  

be  cut  as  scissors  until  the  final  bending.

•  The  secret  of  scissors
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